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New Christmas 
B)' Carol Miller 
with Alice White 
Carol Miller spent Christmas Day 
last year in Cairo, Egypt, as part of 
her junior year of college abroad 
studying at Beruit College for 
\1\Tomen in Beruit, Lebanon. She 
attended under a pla n sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Church. 
D ECEMBER, 1955 
THIS CHRISTMAS is going to be a new kind of Christmas 
for me. Yes, I'm going home like everyone else to decorate 
our tree, scurry to buy last minute presents and attend the 
Christmas candlelight service. And Christmas Day will be filled 
with gifts, church service and turkey dinner. 
But all this typical Christmas will be different. For me, this 
Christmas will have new meaning. I discovered a new per-
spective at Christmas time last year \l"hen I was in Cairo, Egypt, 
where the people are predominately Moslem, and Christians 
are in the minority-where there is no Christmas as we know it. 
No snow on the ground, no Santa Claus on the street corner, 
no bustle in downtown stores and no cheery "Merry Christ-
mas" being shouted between friends. All that I had always 
associated with Christmas was gone and I was 8,000 miles from 
home. 
For the first time I had to seek the spirit of Christ on my 
own. H ere Christmas was just another day. With the dawn of 
Christmas morn, warm and sunny, a group of us set out on a 
tour of Cairo. The bazaars were open for business as they are 
on any ordinary day. 
Moses, our guide, directed us through the famous Giza 
pyramids and Sphinx, the Citadel and the Mohammed Ali 
Mosque as we saw Christmas without the Christmas atmos-
phere. 
Shopkeepers in the old market manufactured their wares 
by hand on the street. Some hammered desig-ns on brass trays 
and coffee pots, to be inlayed with silver and copper. Others 
were making leather sandals or vases from alabaster, or beau-
tifully inlaid boxes of cedar, pearl and ivory. 
Such activities on Christmas day were only an introduc-
tion. Thrilling as the next cou ple of days were, we still felt 
the lack of any Christmas spirit as we toured the Nile valley 
and studied the tombs in the Valley of the Kings, climbed to 
the highest wall of the temple of Karnak and viewed with awe 
the Avenue of the Sphinx and the Nile stretching into the 
backgTound. 
Riding bicycles we traveled through the fertile Nile valley 
where men were sowing seed by hand, walking along allowing 
the wind to blow the grain in a beautiful spray as it fell to 
the ground. 
We visited the step pyramid, the oldest structure in the 
world. From this vantage point we saw ~t least 15 pyramid 
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pus favorite. Called TV mix, chicken feed or nuts 
and bolts, this mixture usually contains prepared ce-
real, nuts and pretzels. It is coated with a sauce of 
melted butter, garlic salt, celery salt, steak sauce and 
tobasco sauce. Just fill the pan with cereal and pret-
zels, and pour over the sauce. ·without a lid, keep 
over low heat for l to 2 hours, stirring often. This 
flavorful munching food keeps very well stored in a 
covered container. 
Cake-sundae snack 
Another idea for a late evening treat is a cake sun-
dae. Make an instant chocolate pudding, and serve 
steaming hot over a slice of angel or pound cake. This 
sundae along with a glaass of milk is a superb snack 
after a concentrate-and-study evening. 
A sure-hit spread idea uses hot dogs. The ingredi-
ents are weiners, a can of baked beans and buns. Sim-
mer weiners in water for a few minutes and pop them 
into the buns. Place the heated baked beans by spoons-
ful into each bun. 
.Just to take the chill off those wintery evenings 
cocoa, hot and foamy, beoomes easily available if you 
use instant cocoa mix. H eat milk in your new sauce-
pan, add the cocoa-sugar mix and stir vigorously. A 
smooth, bubbly beverage results. 
Unlimited and exciting varieties of snack foods can 
be created. You furnish the occasion, the guests and 
the food. The fun will take care of itself at a hot plate 
party. 
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tombs scattered over the desert including the three 
largest Giza pyramids near Cairo. 
And it was here we saw the place where the 
Holy Family had stayed when they fled to Egypt 
from King Herod when Jesus was a young child-
probably the closest physical reminder we had to 
Christmas and its meaning. 
To end our Christmas in Cairo, we took an 
hour's streetcar ride for a moonlite glimpse of the 
Giza Pyramids. 
In the evening we sang a few hymns and each of 
us meditated with personal devotions. I realized 
we had found the true meaning of Christmas by 
discovering a void. I found that previously my 
celebration of Christmas had been a product of 
American culture instead of a time of giving 
thanks to God for giving a Savior to the world. 
It was our prayer that evening that our friends 
at home might find the true meaning of Christmas 
without going halfway around the world to do so. 
Start your '56 Activity Calendar 
by reserving January 
for 
The Homemaker Training Course 
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EAT AT THE 
habit 
to 
801\1 APPETITE 
2504 LINCOLN WAY ACROSS f ·ROM FRILEY 
STEPHENSON'S FAMOUS FOR FABRICS 
103 Welch 
Conveniently located 
opposite campus 
Phone CE2-3615 
Eat in our 
Cheery 
Christmas 
Atmosphere! 
We have good 
food and 
quick service . 
NEISWANGER CAFE 
121 Welch Phone CE 2-41 05 
from-
Weaver's Jewelry 
2416 Lincoln Way CE 2-4233 
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